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WORCESTER — At last, Wor-
cester has -its own version of
off-Broadway,. and it was a

refreshing
T|-| EATER thingto wit

R EVI EW day night.
. 'Artistic -

dlrector Timothy Smith- has
brought along the fledgling the-
ater group Redfeather Theatre

‘Company quite ‘nicely, harbor-

ing some‘local writing talent as

wéll as gifted performers look-
.ing for something out of the
ordinary 'to sink their teeth

ness Thurs- -

"+ into.

Jody Handley’s “Subjects” i
a brief but intriguing look at a
young San Francisco woman
who has been llvmg with a hot-
shot photojournalist she hardly

ever sees. When David, who is

in a wheelchair, comes' knock-
ing on Lisa’s door to see his.old
friend Nick,.she’s momentarily
forgotten that Nick told her
someone would be visiting.
The air crackles with ‘an

" ambiguotis tension between

David and Lisa as they trade
uneasy.sarcasm and small talk.
How 'does David know Nick?

‘Why is'he in.a wheelchair? How

long has Lisa known Nick? As

the two fence Wlth each other :

and Lisa’s.emotionally guarded
pretenses come tumbling down,

we come to know just how ten- '

uous Lisa’s relationship to Nick
really is, and just possibly what
the true nature of -David’s

friendship with Nick mlght be.

The acting alchemy between

Lindsay Flathers as Lisa, and’

Anthony Cascio II as David,
makes this elliptical piece by
Jody Handley both fascinating

and oddly poignant. When"

Flathers finally; lets loose with
her, bottled-up anx1ety and
unhappmess it's ajarringreve-
lation in a brief drama filled

with suggestion 'and no facile:

resolution. Director Timothy
Smith draws us ‘into the under-
lying currents at work, and

* watching Flathers and Cascio

play it out is like readmg a well- ;

- nuanced short story. - N
“The M-Pill,” on the other
hand, is full of a_ different

variety of grace notes: Rather
than dealing with "people

embarking on life’s vicissi:

tudes, it’s about an elderly cou-

ple, Warren and Claire, looking*

back on theirs, or, rather, try-

i ing valiantly. to_ remembe; whatv






